What is nursing care?
Nursing care means care by a registered nurse in providing, planning and supervising your care in a care home providing nursing care. It does not include any time spent by any other staff, such as care assistants, who may also be involved in your care. However, it would include the time spent by a nurse in supervising the care you get from others and in monitoring any aspects of your care delegated to other staff.
It is different from personal care -care you need to help you in the activities of daily living; for example help with toileting and other personal needs like bathing, dressing and undressing, getting in and out of bed, moving around and help with feeding. It might also cover advice, encouragement and supervision in these activities. Care assistants, rather than registered nurses, will usually see to your personal care needs.
What are payments for nursing care?
HPSS payments for nursing care cover the cost of providing nursing care in nursing homes. 
Who can receive payments for nursing care?
In order to qualify for HPSS payments you must satisfy 2 conditions:
1. You must be responsible for the full costs of your nursing home care.
2. You must be assessed as needing nursing care. This will be revealed in your overall comprehensive assessment. Part of this assessment will have been a nursing needs assessment which will determine the extent to which a registered nurse should be involved in your care.
If, however, you would rather be responsible for your own care and you do not wish the HPSS to be involved in any aspects of your nursing care, you should inform your local Trust.
You may be asked to sign a written statement to that effect.
You will not be eligible for HPSS payments if:
1. You are a resident of a residential home.
Nursing here will normally be provided by the community nursing service and is free of charge.
You have been assessed as requiring some
other form of care -whether residential care, care at home or at a day centre -but if you and your family decide that you would prefer to go into a nursing home, you will need to meet all of the nursing costs yourself. However if your needs change you can always ask for a nursing needs assessment to be carried out.
The Trust would then pay for your nursing care if the assessment confirms that nursing home care is appropriate for your needs.
What do I need to do?
If you are entering a nursing home and wish to receive HPSS funded nursing care you will be asked to take part in a nursing needs assessment as part of the overall assessment, to determine your nursing needs and the most appropriate way to meet these.
You will be fully involved in this process and may request a personal copy of the assessment. This will explain what your nursing needs are and how they will be met. A future date will also be set to review your nursing care needs.
How will I receive the payments?
Nursing homes will receive the nursing care payments directly. Payments will be purely a matter for the Trust and the nursing home.
Neither you nor your family will need to get involved in any financial transactions relating to your nursing care.
What if…?
My nursing needs change
Anyone entering a nursing home should have their needs reassessed, usually within 3 months and every 12 months thereafter.
There may also be circumstances where your needs will have to be reviewed before then, for instance following medical treatment. Similarly, if you or your family feel that your nursing needs are not being adequately met, you can ask for your nursing needs to be re-examined by contacting your local Trust. However, you should always continue to receive the appropriate nursing care that you need at the time you need it.
I receive short term nursing care
There may be occasions where you need to go into a care home providing nursing care for only a short period of time, for example:
• for respite care;
• in an emergency or a crisis, for instance if your carer or relative is suddenly taken ill themselves and they are not able to look after you;
• for a trial period -to explore whether you would prefer to move into a care home on a permanent basis.
If your stay is temporary, that is eight weeks or less, you will not normally need a full assessment but HPSS funded nursing care should apply in most cases. Consideration will be given to earlier assessments/care plans if they are available. 
I want to appeal

I receive social security benefits
These arrangements will not affect anyone's entitlement to social security benefits received while in a nursing home.
Who should I contact?
If you have any queries concerning HPSS funded nursing care, you should contact your local Trust. They can tell you about the assessment of your nursing care needs, and will ensure that an assessment of your needs is carried out. 
